
Core Studio Design is a landscape  
architecture firm at its most essential. 

We focus on landscape as the creation  
and regeneration of space.

We understand that it is the starting point  
for experience.

We believe that this creates a reference point 
for everything else. 

Unique landscapes provide an alternative way 
to see, to imagine, to do, to make, to think, to 
create, to sustain our individual reality.

We conceptualize and visualize through  
constant probing, which, combined with the 
freedom of play, gets to the heart of the idea. 

We transform this idea into singular space.
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PROFILE  - CORESTUDIODESIGN 

Core Studio Design is a landscape architecture and planning firm with offices in Balti-
more, Maryland.  

Our work includes a wide range of urban design, academic, public parks, and institu-
tional, commercial and residential projects. 

The firm was founded in 2008 to provide high level landscape architecture, planning and 
urban design services with individual attention paid to each project. 

Core Studio Design creates memorable environments focusing on a spatial and temporal 
approach to architectural, urban and landscape settings, while incorporating each site’s 
identity of culture, nature, history and function.  

This perspective is integrated with a clear understanding of costs, scheduling and cur-
rent construction techniques and values.

PHILOSOPHY

Core Studio Design is a landscape architecture firm at its most essential.  

We focus on landscape as the creation and regeneration of space.  

We understand that it is the starting point for experience.  

We believe that this creates a reference point for everything else.  

Unique landscapes provide an alternative way to see, to imagine, to do, to make, to 
think, to create, to sustain our individual reality.  

We conceptualize and visualize through constant probing, which, combined with the 
freedom of play, gets to the heart of the idea.  

We transform this idea into singular space.

PEOPLE 

Core Studio Design is organized around its principals.  

We operate as equal partners and are all practicing designers.

We work independently or collaboratively according to the project, with a single partner 
always in overall control.

We have our own teams who are supported by central administrative resources.

Clients work directly with partners and designers to provide a clear connection between 
design ideas and the clients’ needs and goals.

Housing & Natatorium, Washington and Lee

Campus Master Plan, William & Mary

Library Quad, Coppin State University
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PROJECTS

Core Studio Design provides design services across the full spectrum of urban and  
landscape environments.  Each project operates within a framework with specific objec-
tives, including a commitment to design excellence, the skillful manipulation of site, 
inspiration from a broad body of knowledge drawn from experience, and adaptation to 
the changing needs of the modern world.  

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE

Innovation Campus, Virginia Tech, Alexandria, Virginia 
Lehotsky Hall, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina 
Integrated Science Center 4, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
New Health Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 
Fine and Performing Arts, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Indoor Athletics, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  
400 Park Avenue, Vitruvius, Baltimore, Maryland 
Holden Hall Renovation, Virginia Tech, Blacksburgh, Virginia 
3rd Year Housing, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia 
Langsdale Library, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland  
Natatorium, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  
Landscape Master Plan, University Baptist Church, Baltimore, Maryland   
Master Plan, Tidewater Community College, Chesapeake, Virginia 
Library Quad, Coppin State University, Baltimore, Maryland   
Maryland Public Health Laboratory, EBDI. Baltimore, Maryland  
Orchard & Garden, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland  
New Fraternity Housing, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 
Science & Applies Studies, Montgomery College, Germantown, Maryland 
Davie Hall, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
1812 Ashland Avenue, EBDI. Baltimore, Maryland  
Port Covington Master Plan, Sagamore Development, Baltimore, Maryland  
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, Sagamore Development, Baltimore, Maryland  
Town Center, The Bernstein Companies, Washington, DC 
South Brock Commons, Longwood University, Farmville, Virginia  
Carolina Square, UNC Foundation, Chapel Hill, North Carolina  
Rockville Parking Garage, Montgomery College, Rockville, Maryland   
Open Space Master Plan, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 
Arts District to Rogers Hall Concept Plan, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 
Wills Wharf Roof Terraces, Beatty Development Group, Baltimore, Maryland 
Alderman Road Housing, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Fairmount Harford High School, Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore, Maryland 
Campus Master Plan, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Open Works, BARCO, Baltimore, Maryland 
Orchard and Fun Garden, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland 
New Fraternity Housing, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 
SOLAR, Maryland School for the Blind, Baltimore, Maryland 
Campus Master Plan, Tidewater Community College, Chesapeake, Virginia 
Ashland Garage, EBDI, Baltimore, Maryland  
Slattery Residence, Alter Urban, Timonium, Maryland 

Open Space Master Plan, Old Dominion U. 

Sagamore Spirit Distillery, Sagamore Dev.

ISC4, William & Mary

Slattery Residence
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EDUCATION 
Harvard University, Graduate School of Design, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Master of Landscape Architecture 
Williams College, Williamstown, Massachusetts 
Bachelor of Arts in Art History and Studio Art

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Core Studio Design, President, Baltimore, Maryland 
Ayers/Saint/Gross, Director, Landscape Architecture Studio, Baltimore, Maryland  
Mahan Rykiel Associates, Senior Landscape Architect, Baltimore, Maryland  
Hargreaves Associates, Designer and Project Manager, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Child Associates, Designer and Project Manager, Boston, Massachusetts

REPRESENTATIVE WORK 
Innovation Campus, Virginia Tech, Alexandria, Virginia 
Lehotsky Hall, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina 
Integrated Science Center 4, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
New Health Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 
Maryland Center for the Arts, Belair, Maryland 
Sciences & Applied Studies, Montgomery College, Germantown, Maryland 
400 Park Avenue, Vitruvius, Baltimore, Maryland 
Port Covington Chapter 1, Weller Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland 
Indoor Athletics Center, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  
Fine and Performing Arts, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, Sagamore Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland  
Mary E. Rodman Elementary School, Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore, Maryland 
Holden Hall, Virginia Tech, Blacksburgh, Virginia 
Fairmount Harford High School, Baltimore City Public Schools, Baltimore, Maryland  
Landscape Master Plan, University Baptist Church, Baltimore, Maryland 
East Waterfront Park, Sagamore Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland 
Davie Hall, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, North Carolina  
Wills Wharf Roof Terraces, Beatty Development Group, Baltimore, Maryland 
Langsdale Library, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland  
Port Covington Master Plan, Sagamore Development, Baltimore, Maryland 
Rockville Garage, Montgomery College, Rockville, Maryland   
3rd Year Housing, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA 
1812 Ashland Avenue, EBDI, Baltimore, Maryland  

Betsy Boykin is the founder of Core Studio Design, a landscape architecture firm specializing in institu-
tional and commercial projects. She graduated with a Master of Landscape Architecture from the Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design (GSD) and with a Bachelor of Arts in Art and Art History from Wil-
liams College. She has worked with several offices, including Child Associates and Hargreaves Associates 
in Boston, and founded the landscape studio at Ayers Saint Gross in Baltimore. She has worked extensively 
across the country and in Baltimore on the planning and design of projects including the Maryland Public 
Health Laboratory, the University of Baltimore Library Renovation, and Virginia Tech’s Holden Hall. She is 
currently working on the William & Mary Integrated Science Center, Old Dominion University’s New Health 
Sciences, Virginia Tech’s Holden Hall and Innovation Campus.

CORESTUDIODESIGN

Betsy Boykin 
RLA, LEED AP 
President
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Betsy Boykin 
RLA, LEED AP  
President

Town Center, The Bernstein Companies, Washington, D.C. 
Natatorium, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, VA  
Maryland Public Health Laboratory, EBDI, Baltimore, Maryland 
Library Quad, Coppin State University, Baltimore, Maryland 
Campus Master Plan, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Open Works, BARCO, Baltimore, Maryland 
Orchard and Fun Garden, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland 
New Fraternity Housing, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 
SOLAR, Maryland School for the Blind, Baltimore, Maryland 
Alderman Road Housing, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia 
Temporary Signage, Montgomery College, Rockville, Maryland  
Pavilion 3, Montgomery College, Takoma Park, Maryland 
Campus Master Plan, James River Day School, Lynchburgh, Virginia 
Campus Master Plan, Tidewater Community College, Chesapeake, Virginia 
Ashland Garage, EBDI, Baltimore, Maryland  
Slattery Residence, Alter Urban, Timonium, Maryland 
Eco Housing, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 
Frameworks, COPT, Columbia, Maryland 
Lillian Jones Housing, The French Companies, Baltimore, Maryland 
Ginn Lane, Merritt Properties, Pasadena, Maryland 
South Brock Commons, Longwood University, Farmville, Virginia 
Carolina Square, UNC Foundation, Chapel Hill, North Carolina 

REPRESENTATIVE WORK cont. 

TEACHING 
Guest Critic: Harvard University; Columbia University; Rhode Island School of Design; Boston Architectural  
 Center; University of Pennsylvania; University of Maryland; Morgan State University; Maryland Institute   
 College of Art

HONORS 
President’s Award: Pratt Street Design, ASLA Maryland and Potomac with Ayers/Saint/Gross and  
 Olin Partnership, Baltimore, Maryland, 2007 
Honor Award: Pratt Street Design, AIA Baltimore with Ayers/Saint/Gross and Olin Partnership, 
 Baltimore, Maryland, 2007 
Merit Award: Rutgers University Design Guidelines, ASLA Maryland and Potomac with Ayers/Saint/Gross, 
 Baltimore, Maryland 2006 
Merit Award: Longwood University Brock Commons, Virginia Center for Architectural Inform Award 
 with Ayers/Saint/Gross and Mahan Rykiel Associates, Farmville, Virginia, 2006

AFFILIATIONS 
GSD Alumni Council and Executive Committee, past member 
Baltimore County Design Review Panel, past member

REGISTRATION 
Landscape Architect: Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, 
Washington, New York, New Jersey 
WBE: Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Washington, Baltimore,  
Philadelphia 
LEED AP



EDUCATION 
Harvard University, Graduate School of Design, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Master of Landscape Architecture 
College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio 
Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art and Urban Studies

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Core Studio Design, Landscape Designer, Baltimore, Maryland 
Ayers/Saint/Gross, Associate, Landscape Architecture Studio, Baltimore, Maryland 
Peter Lindsay Schaudt Landscape Architecture, Designer and Project Manager, Chicago, Illinois 
Richard Burck Associates, Designer and Project Manager, Somerville, Massachusetts

REPRESENTATIVE WORK 
Innovation Campus, Virginia Tech, Alexandria, Virginia 
Lehotsky Hall, Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina 
Integrated Science Center 4, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Fine and Performing Arts, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Holden Hall, Virginia Tech, Blacksburgh, Virginia 
Langsdale Library, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland  
New Health Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 
400 Park Avenue, Vitruvius, Baltimore, Maryland 
Maryland Center for the Arts, Belair, Maryland 
Port Covington Chapter 1, Weller Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland 
Fine and Performing Arts, William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia  
Sagamore Spirit Distillery, Sagamore Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland  
3rd Year Housing, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  
Indoor Athletics Center, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia 
Natatorium, Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia  
Sciences & Applied Studies, Montgomery College, Germantown, Maryland 
East Waterfront Park, Sagamore Development Co., Baltimore, Maryland 
Town Center, The Bernstein Companies, Washington, D.C. 
Davie Hall, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, North Carolina  
Wills Wharf Roof Terraces, Beatty Development Group, Baltimore, Maryland 
Langsdale Library, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland  
Port Covington Master Plan, Sagamore Development, Baltimore, Maryland 
Wolfe Street Forecourt, John Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 
Green Roof Designs, John Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, Maryland 

Stephen Young is an award-winning designer, artist, and project manager with years of technical expertise 
and adminstration. He graduated with a Master of Landscape Architecture from the Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design (GSD) and with a Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art and Urban Studies from the 
College of Wooster. He has worked in various regions of the country, working with Richard Burck Associ-
ates in Somerville, and Peter Lindsay Schaudt Landscape Architecture in Chicago. He is currently working 
on the Virginia Tech Innovation Campus, the William & Mary Integrated Science Center, Old Dominion 
University’s Health Science Center and the Chapter 1 Port Covington Redevelopment.

1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
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Steve Young 
Senior Associate
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Senior Associate

REPRESENTATIVE WORK cont.  

Quad Improvements Project, Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania 
Interdisciplinary Science and Engineering Courtyard, University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware 
Watson Courtyard, Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania  
Pardee Drive, Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania  
Oxford Road Building, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia 
Royal Way, University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Luzerne Hall, University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Freshman Housing Landscape Master Plan, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia 
Mulberry Street, University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Commons Extension, University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Pierce Street Parking Lot, Lafayette College, Easton, Pennsylvania 
Clerc Hall, Gallaudet University, Washington D.C. 
Landscape Master Plan, University of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania  
Town Commons, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana 
Landscape Master Plan, University of Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland 
Thames Street Wharf, Beatty Development Group, Baltimore, Maryland 
New Residence Halls, Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland 
Founder’s Plaza, Mount Saint Mary’s University, Emmitsburg, Maryland 
Eimer Residence, Chicago, Illinois 
Haworth Corporation Headquarters, Haworth Corporation, Holland, Michigan 
Uptown Circle and Infrastructure Improvements, Town of Normal, Normal, Illinois 
Hyatt Corporate Headquarters, Hyatt Corporation, Chicago, Illinois 
Chervon International Headquarters, Chervon International Trading Company, Nanjing, China 
Skokie Country Club, Landscape Renovation, Glencoe, Illinois 
Skillman Residence, Northbrook, Illinois 
Murr Center, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
New Synagogue, Congregation Or Atid, Wayland, Massachusetts 
Clay Center for Science and Technology, Dexter School, Brookline, Massachusetts

TEACHING 
Guest Critic: Harvard University; Boston Architectural Center

HONORS 
Honor Award, University of Delaware Science & Technology Courtyard, ASLA Maryland with A/S/G, Newark, 
    Delaware, 2015 
Award of Excellence, University of Delaware Science & Technology Courtyard, ASLA Pennsylvania and     
    Delaware with A/S/G, Newark, Delaware, 2015 
Merit Award, Lafayette College Quad Improvements, ASLA Pennsylvania and Dela     
    ware with A/S/G, Easton, Pennsylvania, 2015 
President’s Award in Urban Design: Uptown Normal Circle, ASLA Illinois with Peter Lindsay Schaudt 
    Landscape Architecture, Chicago, Illinois, 2010 
Merit Award: University of Scranton Campus Improvement Project, ASLA Pennsylvania and Delaware with  
   Ayers/Saint/Gross, Baltimore, Maryland, 2011 
Merit Award: Chervon International Trading Company, ASLA Illinois with Peter Lindsay Schaudt Landscape  
    Architecture, Chicago, Illinois, 2009 
Merit Award: Uptown Normal Circle, ASLA Illinois with Peter Lindsay Schaudt Landscape Architecture,  
    Chicago, Illinois, 2008
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SITE 
Coppin State University is a 52 acre campus set in the heart of 
Baltimore City.  Campus Square is 1.3 acres and sits at the cen-
ter of the connecting spine that runs from Baker Street on one 
end to Gwynn Falls Parkway on the other.  It is surrounded by 
its major student life and academic buildings. Previously it was 
largely paved with a number of trees at its edge. 

DESIGN 
Coppin State University’s Campus Square is a green magnet 
at the heart of the campus.  A variety of landscape elements 
located around a central lawn create multiple spaces for 
numerous uses.  Events, classes and casual recreation occur 
simultaneously in this un-programmed landscape.  The main 
objective of the Campus Square redesign was to provide a 
central gathering space which has a variety of uses.  Zones 
were established which loosely provide a framework for these 
uses.  These include:  the Lawn, the Grove, the Walk, The Wrap-
per, the Arbor, the Pool, the Slice, the Hillside and the Stair. 
The Wrapper, the Slice and the Walk connect the site with the 
campus and provide pedestrian access through the site.  The 
Grove and the Lawn provide shaded and sunny seating areas 
respectively. The Grove is intended as an outdoor classroom.  
The Lawn looks up at the Stair which has a stage at its base for 
performances and movies.   The Slice and the Pool are linear 
insertions into the central space.  The strong diagonal Slice 
cuts through the Lawn and is a counterpoint to the orthogonal 
design of the Square.  Seatwalls skip across the space from the 
Hillside through to the Grove.   London Plane trees provide a 
strong presence along the Walk while Black Gum are sprinkled 
on the Lawn.  Yellowwoods blend with existing trees to form 
the Grove.  Bands of flowering shrubs provide a backdrop on 
the Stair and Hillside while the Arbor is planted with a mix of 
perennials and vines. 

This work was performed by Cho Benn Holback with Core  
Studio Design as the landscape design consultant. 

AIA Baltimore Grand Design Award 2013

CORESTUDIODESIGN

COPPIN STATE UNIVERSITY CAMPUS SQUARE    
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
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BALTIMORE, MARYLAND



1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
443-438-7088 
corestudiodesign.com

SITE 
East Baltimore is grim reminder of the past vitality of the city 
with its many abandoned homes and vacant lots. The previous 
condition of the Lillian Jones site is typical of the decay of the 
area. The city’s masterplan has revitalization projects targeted 
for the area. The site was a 1.75 acre vacant lot located in Balti-
more City. Bordered by roads on two sides, a decayed alley on 
the third and sitting across from Greenmount Cemetery on the 
fourth, the area is characterized by a mix of uses. To the east 
and south are residential homes and to the east is industrial. 
A railroad tunnel lies underneath a portion of the property 
along the northern edge. The site drops 22 feet diagonally from 
southeast to northwest. 

DESIGN 
The Lillian Jones landscape is a yin and yang of external and 
internal spaces. The front entry is an angular sculpted lawn that 
provides accessible outdoor space. The courtyard, wrapped by 
the building on three sides, is a quiet garden retreat. Masses of 
perennials and shrubs double as a stormwater garden step-
ping down weirs toward a terrace. Lillian Jones Apartments 
is a four-story apartment building with 74 units. The building 
footprint takes up approximately half of the site.  It is pushed 
as far north as possible to provide clearance for the train tun-
nel. 33 parking spaces are positioned along the front of the 
building. The building is U-shaped opening to the north.  Major 
public spaces on the site include the front entry and the inte-
rior courtyard. The front entry is an angular sculpted lawn that 
provides accessible outdoor space, a place to sit and watch the 
activity and the street, and a dynamic platform for the main 
building entry. The courtyard is home to the site’s stromwater 

CORESTUDIODESIGN

LILLIAN JONES APARTMENTS 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
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LILLIAN JONES APARTMENTS 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

management garden, and is a quiet retreat. A terrace is located 
in one corner of the courtyard. The majority of the courtyard 
steps down toward the center of the space with walls that are 
check dams for the stormwater management of the site. The 
courtyard is heavily planted with shrubs at the edges and a 
sweep of native grass at the center adding color throughout 
the year. Native plants are used on the whole site, and addition-
al walls step down along the sides of the buildings to bracket 
the rain gardens at their edges. A sanitary line will be relocated 
to an area along Greenmount Avenue under the sidewalk to al-
low for this proposed building.

The project was designed in conjunction with Cho Benn  
Holback + Associates.

AIA Baltimore Design Award 2014
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SITE

The Maryland Center for the Arts provides a broad range of 
creative experiences in education, presentations and exhibits in 
the arts. The site for their new facility is 42 acres.

DESIGN

The first phase of the project includes a community arts center 
providing versatile space for performances, presentations, art 
exhibits, concerts, plays, dance, banquets and more. The sec-
ond phase of the project includes an amphitheater with build-
ings and outdoor areas for classrooms and studio space. The 
site will be designed to be as much an expression of the arts as 
the programs at the Center. Two schemes were developed.

Working from the angular nature of the architecture of the 
surrounding buildings, Scheme A extracts fragments of these 
angles to create a series of lines between the central building 
and the parking lot. These lines create a number of thresholds 
meant to evoke the various, layered curtains of a stage perfor-
mance, with the majority of the surfaces being walkable and 
the remaining area being dedicated to planting. The path to the 
amphitheater seating adopts the linear character of the lines. 
Special member seating is located along this path.

Option B creates a curvilinear, circulation experience that one 
passes within. The field of ellipses – an archipelago of ab-
stracted, glacial drumlins – affords visitors a chance to select a 
unique, intimate means of ingress to the functions deeper in-
site. The drumlins are mounded with minor slopes and planted 
in either individual or systematic ways. Benches line strategic 
lengths of the ellipses. The curvilinear nature of the paths ex-
tends to the amphitheater site design, with flowering trees and 
shrubs flanking the entry sequence. The special member area 
extends along the ridgeline of one berm, perched above the 
other visitors. 

Design progress consolidated the overall site, and with it the 
two schemes. The working design uses the linear elements to 
slice through the drumlins, rotating to provide thresholds for 
each building as well as the dropoff area. The drumlins provide 
perches for sculpture and seating, areas for performances on 
the plaza, oportunities for planting, and a visual que at the 
vehicular entry. Shade and flowering trees reinforce the lines 
in the plaza and provide relief from the sun in the south facing 
plaza.

This work is being performed by Core Studio Design in con-
junction with Quinn Evans Architects.

CORESTUDIODESIGN

MARYLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS   
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Scheme B

Scheme A



1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
443-438-7088 
corestudiodesign.com

CORESTUDIODESIGN

MARYLAND CENTER FOR THE ARTS   
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND



1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
443-438-7088 
corestudiodesign.com

CORESTUDIODESIGN

SITE 
Montgomery College is Montgomery College is a public col-
lege located in Montgomery County, Maryland, just outside 
Washington, D.C. The college has three campuses, Rockville, 
Germantown and Takoma Park.

DESIGN 
Montgomery College’s three campuses are all distinct.  Core 
Studio Design is designing landscapes for each that bring out 
their uniqueness. Projects include Pavilion 3, Sudent Affairs & 
Science, a new Garage and a temporary wayfinding system. 

Core Studio Design is the landscape architect on numerous 
projects for Montgomery College including Pavilion 3, a new 
Garage, the Sudent Affairs & Science landscape and temporary 
signage design for all three campuses. Core Studio Design also 
is the on call landscape architect for Montgomery College. 

Pavilion 3 at the Takoma Park campus is a landscape for a 
building renovation. It was completed in spring 2016. The new 
entry creates a small courtyard seating area, while the storm-
water management area added to the back of the site creates 
a garden with year round interest. 

Student Affairs & Science at the Germantown campus is cur-

Sudent Affairs & Science Plan

MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Sudent Affairs & Science Section

Pavilion 3
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MONTGOMERY COLLEGE 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

rently under construction. It is a renovation and expansion 
of an existing building located at the center of campus. The 
design accentuates the linearity of the building elements and 
creates landscape slices that connect the north and south 
quads through a series of central garden spaces located off 
of a north south pathway. The grade change south of the 
building uses materials and details that connect the site to the 
geology program inside. 

The Rockville Garage is a new building located on what was a 
parking lot. Along with the new Student Services Building, the 
buildings create a new campus quad at the north end of the 
campus. Stormwater is located in three raised planters along 
the west side of the building creating garden and seat walls 
facing back towards the quad. Existing mature oaks were pre-
served south of the building. 

Temporary Campus Signage was completed with Younts De-
sign as a part of the On Call work for the College. Pedestrian 
and vehicular signs, and building banners were located at all 
three campuses. These signs will showcase the College’s new 
brand identity.

These projects were designed in conjunction with Ziger/
Snead Architects, Cho Benn Holback + Associates and Younts 
Design.

Rockville Garage
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SITE 
The New East Baltimore Community is an 88 acre life science 
and residential campus located immediately north of the Johns 
Hopkins Medical Campus. Supported by public and private 
partners, it includes a mix of housing, retail and recreation, and 
a 5.5 acre park. Core Studio Design has designed three projects 
for the neighborhood and beginning design on a fourth. These 
projects include the Maryland Public Health Lab, 1812 Ashland 
Avenue, Ashland Garage and 1867 Eager Street. The landscape 
design for the projects is a reflection of the master plan as 
well as an expression of the particular opportunities of each 
site. Commercial property owners fund and manage a commu-
nity services program that provides enhanced security, public 
area maintenance, park maintenance and programming, snow 
removal and public area beautification to benefit the entire 
community.

DESIGN 
The base of the site design is established by the Master Plan’s 
Streetscape Design Guidelines. Streetscape types in the guide-
lines define the dimensions and materials of the vehicular and 
pedestrian zones. Plant materials also reflect the design stan-
dards and the desire for a low maintenance landscape.  

The new State of Maryland Public Health Laboratory is a 6 
story building, designed to meet LEED Silver. The parallel 
parking at the east and south edges of the block has been 
eliminated providing room for a larger exterior public space. 
The landscape creates distinct spaces outside of the build-
ing which reflect the varying public and private relationships 
within the building. The south, more public face of the build-
ing, is reflected in the landscape design with a ground plane 
and 3 dimensional site elements that move from the interior of 
the building into the landscape. This occurs along the length 
of the south face adjacent to the glass façade, at the training 
room oval which sweeps onto the site, and at the entry and 
along the east facade where the site walls slide through the 
landscape echoing the arc from the building interior. The Roof 
Plaza is at the southeast corner of the top level of the building 
and provides outdoor space for the building users. The building 
has two extensive Green Roofs, both of which are planted with 
drought tolerant species and are not irrigated.

1812 Ashland Avenue is a 7 story laboratory and office innova-
tion hub for life science companies. Retail is located on the 
street level, featuring a prototype Starbucks Opportunities 
Café, focused on employment training.  It is located between 
the Maryland Public Health Lab and the new 5.5 acre Eager 
Park.  The streetscape grounds the building between these ad-

CORESTUDIODESIGN

NEW EAST BALTIMORE COMMUNITY     
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Maryland Public Health Lab

Maryland Public Health Laboratory
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NEW EAST BALTIMORE COMMUNITY 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

jacent sites.  Street trees wrap the south and west edges, with 
granite stairs turning the southeast corner up to the building 
entry.  The east side opens to the adjacent park. The project is 
designed to meet LEED Silver. 

Ashland Garage is a 10 story parking structure for 1,400 cars 
and bikes. The lower level houses a Walgreens along Ashland 
Avenue. The landscape features a flowering shrub border and 
red maples to the east, climbing hydrangea on the south and 
west walls, and willow oaks along Ashland Avenue.

Located just north of 1812 Ashland Avenue, 1867 Eager Street 
will be also be a 7 story laboratory and office innovation hub 
for life science companies.

This work was performed in conjunction with HDR, Perkins + 
Will and DiMella Shaffer with Sultan Campbell Britt.

Ashland Garage

Maryland Public Health Laboratory

1812 Ashland Avenue
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BARCO OPEN WORKS 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

SITE 
The northeast corridor railroad track cuts a channel to the 
south of the triangular site.  Grade steps up to the lower level, 
to a midpoint, and then to the upper edge along Greenmount 
Avenue.  Before renovation, the building was a much abused 
warehouse and parking lot across from Greenmount Cemetery 
in the Station North Arts District of Baltimore.  

DESIGN 
The Open Works site works as hard as the building does.  
Designed to accommodate events, casual gatherings, storm-
water management and parking, it also brings the work of this 
makespace and artists’ collaborative outdoors.  The whole site 
is an extension of the collaboration inside the building.  The 
2-story building has two public faces, a treed streetscape along 
Greenmount Avenue, and a flexible open space/parking area 
downhill from this.  Anchored by a signage totem pole at the 
north corner of the site, the design slices the landscape at 
angles, creating a series of triangles.  The main path meets a 
wedge of crushed stone wrapped by site walls.  At their base 
is a stepped Ipe deck which acts as spill out space for the café 
inside.  The deck is also occasionally a stage, while the park-
ing area is designed for larger parties and other events.  All 
bleed seamlessly from one to the other.  Materials include the 
Ipe deck, crushed stone, concrete and asphalt.  Plantings are 
reduced to two species each of canopy trees and grasses.

This work was performed in conjunction with Cho Benn Hol-
back + Associates.

AIA Baltimore and Maryland Design Awards 
Sustainable Growth Award for Sustainable Community, Mary-
land Sustainable Growth Commission
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SITE 
The site was previously a railroad terminal and springboard for 
a coal pier. Tidewater Marina sits to the east and the Baltimore 
Sun plant to the north.  The future Under Armour World Head-
quarters is immediately southwest.  The 6.2 acre site drops 16 
feet from East Cromwell Street to the water.  

DESIGN 
The waterfront setting for the Sagamore Sprirt Distillery brings 
the best of Maryland together in one place, and creates a front 
door to the city at this south Baltimore site.  Part of Sagamore 
Development’s mixed-use redevelopment plan in Port Coving-
ton, the Sagamore Spirit Distillery features three buildings set 
back from the road, forming a U around a central courtyard.   
The buildings include a distillery building, a processing building 
and a restaurant.  The entire project takes cues from Sagamore 
Farm bringing elements of the agrarian landscape into the city.   
Paving wraps the lawn, with limestone paving guiding visitors 
from the water tower to the distillery, to processing and then 
to the tasting room.  South of the buildings, a wide lawn opens 
to the water.  A terrace at the restaurant steps down to meet 
it.  The buildings are stone as are the site walls.  Grasses sweep 
around the north edge of the site interspersed with trees and 
shrubs to filter the Distillery from the road.  Native plants are 
used throughout. 

The project was realized in conjunction with Ayers/Saint/Gross.

Plan

SAGAMORE SPIRIT DISTILLERY AND RESTAURANT

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
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SAGAMORE SRIRIT DISTILLERY AND RESTAURANT

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
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SLATTERY RESIDENCE 
TIMONIUM, MARYLAND

SITE 
The view is incredible.  The site is a clearing that looks out on 
Loch Raven Reservoir across treetops.  It drops 50 feet over 
450 feet from the road.

DESIGN 
The landscape design for a handicapped boy and his father are 
a modern interpretation of a hillside garden.  Indoor outdoor 
living and sustainable gardening are a welcome activity that is 
regenerative for all.  In 2010 Ed Slattery’s wife was killed and 
his son Matthew severely injured in a car accident.  This led to 
the Slattery residence design and construction in Timonium, 
Maryland.  The view from the wooded hilltop adds to what is 
the perfect site, but the 50 foot drop created an accessibility 
challenge.  To make the site entirely accessible in a wheel-
chair, a wall was inserted against the slope near the street 
and the grade at the building punched down.  A switchback 
trail springs off the back terrace and winds its way down the 
hill through a meadow.  A tower offers epic views over the 
lush landscape.  Semi-dwarf fruit trees, serviceberry, currant, 
blueberries, hardy kiwi and grapes add an edible layer to the 
landscape.  Sweeping drifts of perennials below the fruit trees 
wind down through the sloping meadow.  At the front of the 
house, the landscape is bisected by the drive.  To one side is a 
rain garden, to the other are low, stepped walls that bring the 
vegetable garden up to Matthew’s level.  

The project was designed in conjunction with Alter Urban.
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SITE 
The building is situated at the very prominent intersection 
of Maryland Avenue and Oliver Street, with immediate visual 
connections to Penn Station, Gordon Plaza and the University 
Bookstore. It also commands a significant presence along Oli-
ver Street, which promises over time to become an important 
pedestrian link extending from the west end of Oliver Street to 
the John and Frances Angelos Law Center at Charles Street.  

DESIGN 
Working with Behnisch Architekten, the project focuses on 
climate, responding both to Baltimore’s humid summer, and 
moderate intermediate seasons and winters by creating an ur-
ban garden at the base of a glass atrium that brings landscape 
into the library. The transformation of the Langsdale Library 
encompasses two overarching themes: respecting the memory 
and history of the original library design, while simultaneously 
modernizing it. A glass atrium, created by the removal of a 
one level auditorium, folds outward from the west façade of 
the original building. The glass atrium is rotated on the site, 
creating the opportunity for two small gardens at its base. The 
garden towards Oliver Street acts as a public entry for the new 
library through the atrium, while at the rear a private garden for 
reading is created.  An angular fence separates the two spaces.  
Lush plantings fill the rear garden accented by a wedge of 
giant Ostrich Ferns. Flowering shrubs and trees surround the 
seating area.  Meanwhile in the front garden, upright Ginkgos 
march toward the street under-planted with a mix of native 
evergreens. Two interior planters bring vibrancy to the circula-
tion spaces inside the building.  A planter at Maryland Avenue 
steps up as people move into the main lobby. A larger planter 
filled with bamboo is located at the base of the atrium stairs, 
and reached up towards the light.

The project was designed in conjunction with Behnisch  
Architekten. Renderings by Behnisch Architekten and z-a-r.
com.

USGBC LEED Gold 
USGBC Maryland, National Capitol Region and Virginia Com-
munity Leader Award 2021

CORESTUDIODESIGN

UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE LANGSDALE LIBRARY 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND



1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
443-438-7088 
corestudiodesign.com

CORESTUDIODESIGN

UNIVERSITY OF BALTIMORE LANGSDALE LIBRARY 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND



1110 Cliffhurst Road Baltimore MD 21210 
443-438-7088 
corestudiodesign.com

CORESTUDIODESIGN

SITE 
Washington and Lee University is a small, private, liberal arts 
university nestled between the Blue Ridge and Allegheny 
Mountains in Lexington, Va. It is the ninth oldest institution of 
higher learning in the nation.  The original campus was built 
on a ridge surrounded by ravines.  Expansion to the north has 
occured over time.  The Natatorium completion enables the 
renovation of the Indoor Athletics Facility. 

DESIGN 
A new village was created in a combined effort to house the 
junior year class and provide increased athletic opportunities 
for all on campus.  Part of a campus-wide juggling of athletic 
facilities and on-campus residence expansion, the 15 acre site 
north of the historic core accommodates the Natatorium and 
3rd Year Housing.  Locating the Natatorium on the hill at the 
corner of Denny Circle allows the mass of this large building 
to be tucked into the hillside, reshapes the slope of the hill into 
a more attractive landscape, and provides a link to the future 
campus build out to the north. The landscape creates distinct 
spaces outside of the building which reflect the connections 
with the varying site adjacencies. To the south, the building and 
landscape present a formal face, elevated above Law School 
Field.  At the base of the hill is a new path that will connect 
from Wood Creek and north. A stair climbs the hill to the south 
terrace. The terrace also receives the arc of the north south 
path that sweeps diagonally up to the entry. The Natatorium 
path continues up the stairs along the west face of the building 
to an arcade and terrace that opens to 3rd Year Housing.  3rd 
Year Housing’s Village Square is next to the Natatorium; the 
Village Commons is 25 feet higher to the northwest. The Village 
Square is a plaza wrapped by housing and civic buildings that 

WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY 3RD YEAR HOUSING & NATATORIUM 
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

Indoor Athletic Facitity
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WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY 3RD YEAR HOUSING & NATATORIUM 
LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA

is also a gathering space overlooking the stadium.  At the top 
of the grand connecting stair rising from the Village Square, 
the Village Commons has additional housing centered on a 
lawn ringed by trees.  Hardscape is in the same language as the 
historic core campus, though with a modern twist.  A fire pit 
at the top of the stairs is a gathering space for students with a 
great view of the central campus across the ravine.  The Indoor 
Athletics Facility is located on the central campus.  The Facility 
and surrounding site are redesigned to enhance the building’s 
presence in this central location.  Plantings are all native, with 
massings of trees and shrubs clustered around the main gath-
ering spaces.  

This work was designed in conjunction with Cannon Design 
and Hanbury.
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WATERFRONT TOWN CENTER 
WASHINGTON, DC

SITE 
Waterfront Town Center is a part of a larger effort to redevelop 
Southwest DC as a thriving neighborhood. The project ties into 
the ongoing waterfront redevelopment at the water’s edge 
which creates a park-like setting along the Potomac River just 
east of the Tidal Basin. The site’s two existing IM Pei apartment 
buildings located on this 4 acre block floated in a sea of sur-
face parking. Two additional IM Pei towers bookend the mixed 
use commercial development at the center of the mega block. 
Adjacent neighbors include residential communities to the 
east and south, the mixed use development to the west and a 
community library to the north. The Arena Stage, the Nationals 
Park and the Waterfront Metro Station are within a few blocks 
of the site.

DESIGN  
Modernism is enhanced when landscaped open spaces for two 
new apartment towers replace a sea of parking.  Maintaining 
the contextual design restraint of the original I.M. Pei buildings, 
the site reclaims its focus on living in an urban setting.  The 
landscape expands on the modernist aesthetic of the Pei build-
ings and site design. The site is reconfigured to accommodate 
two additional apartment towers. Parking is moved under-
ground and open space maximized. The building overlooks one 
large central courtyard and is flanked by two smaller gardens. 
The central courtyard is designed as a multi-use outdoor space 
for the residents. The spaces between the existing and new 
apartment buildings accommodate drive courts and smaller 
courtyards and garden spaces. The new apartment buildings 
include a fitness facility, rooftop pool, dog run, party spaces, 
and green roofs and terraces.  The streetscape is strengthened 
with London Plane trees on all sides.  These trees are also 
planted along the east side of Third Street to create an allee, 
consistent with those already in the neighborhood.  Native 
plants are used throughout. Hardscape materials are reminis-
cent of the Pei site walls and paving.  The project will be GAR 
and LEED certified. 

The project was designed in conjunction with Maurice Walters 
Architect.

USGBC LEED Gold
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WILLIAM & MARY 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

SITE 
Located on the coastal upland of the Virginia coastal plain, 
William & Mary is a campus shaped by the landscape that it 
inhabits. The college is located within the Chesapeake Bay wa-
tershed between the James and the York Rivers. The function-
ality of the landscape at William & Mary is largely a response to 
this campus geology. On the campus core, building sites and 
athletic fields have been located on the high plain areas. Cre-
vasses and ravines formed by the network of campus streams 
are less readily useable and, in large part, have not been 
developed. The campus experience is influenced by these pat-
terns of topography, along with site circulation, building scale 
and location, planting, lighting, and site furnishings. Together, 
these elements contribute to the sense of place that evokes the 
feeling of community so essential to the success of the campus 
environment.

DESIGN 
Working on individual projects and the Campus Master Plan, 
Core Studio Design has strived to merge current and future ef-
forts with both the natural and built surroundings.

The Campus Master Plan’s guiding principles focus on a 
number of landscape priorities. These include: retaining the 
pedestrian character of the campus; increasing athletic and 
recreation space; moving parking to the perimeter; preserving 
open space; creating an accessible campus; and preserving the 
human scale. The plan identifies initiatives that will encourage 
the development of open space as an integral part of all future 
projects at William & Mary. These initiatives include: the reor-
ganization of existing open spaces, more clearly defining the 
character of each space as it contributes to the overall campus 
fabric; preserving the natural topography of the campus and 
increasing storm water control on-site, while still accommodat-
ing a variety of uses; and, the incorporation of the campus’s 
natural surroundings as potential outdoor learning space. 

Integrated Science Center 4 creates one edge of Swem Quad. 
Overall, the ISC4 project enables the vision for a connected 
open space initiative, an integral part of all future projects for 
William & Mary as articulated in the Master Plan. Major ele-
ments of the ISC4 landscape include the Swem Quad terrace, 
the hidden garden and the lower terrace, The building opens 
at the lower level creating a link to the central campus to the 
north. This reshaping of the topography provides the opportu-
nity to reconfigure the main path from the south campus to the 
central campus into an accessible route. The building’s U-shape 
provides a quiet refuge and hidden garden. The front entry on 
Swem Quad connects the building with its formal setting.

Campus Master Plan Pedestrian Network

New Fraternity Housing Amphitheater

Integrated Science Center 4
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The Fine and Performing Arts Center is adjacent to the Col-
lege’s Swem Quad near Andrews Hall and Memorial Hall. Ar-
rival to the arts complex is marked by a broad landscape ges-
ture that defines and unifies the various entrance experiences 
at each building. The art corridors between the buildings have 
spaces along their length for habitation.  Inter-building circula-
tion is emphasized with paving gestures that connect the 
buildings across these corridors. 

The Swem Library Terrace provides Swem Library an outdoor 
gathering space directly connected to Swem Quad. The ter-
race is designed to accomodate different groups and individu-
als with loose tables and chairs and a fountain as a focal point. 
With its implimentation, activities in the library will have a 
broader reach both figuratively and actually.

The New Fraternity Housing and Community Building project 
is strung along Ukrop Way at the center of campus to create a 
unified street front for all of the houses. The site design along 
the street strengthened the existing road / walkway / tree 
edge. The house setback was determined on the north pert 
of the site by existing mature canopy trees. The houses have 
shrub borders facing the street at their porches, but other-
wise the planting is designed to blend into the surrounding 
landscape. At the back of the houses, existing grades create 
a distinct setting that can be shared by all. At the north, the 
significant grade is captured by a wave of grasses that move 
down through the woodland. To the south, the site’s lawn is 
gathered by a crescent path edged with trees and shrubs to 
create an informal recreation area. The plant palette is drawn 
from the landscape of the college. Existing willow oaks are 
reinforced to create an allee along the street. Hardwoods, 
evergreens and flowering understory trees are added to the 
existing woodland of loblolly pines and oaks. Shrubs punctu-
ate the new buildings and landscape edges. Beyond the plant 
palette, sustainable initiatives are incorporated throughout 
the LEED silver project. Stormwater is managed on site. The 
proposed landscape design follows William & Mary standards 
including paths, campus furnishings, lighting and plantings.  

The landscape design and planning was performed by Core 
Studio Design in conjunction with Goody Clancy Architects, 
Moseley Architects, HGA, Treanor Architects, and Cannon 
Design.

WILLIAM & MARY 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA

Swem Library Terrace

Fine & Performing Arts Center

New Fraternity Housing




